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A REPORT 0» inner t 


the revival and exte 


rends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by 
tsion of Christian sharing and _the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 


WE BELIEVE that Christ’s 


teachings are the measurement of truth; that in Christian progress society will move forward constructively and naturally, thus avoiding the curse of violent 


changes as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and democratic socialism is a re- 
vitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pen- 
sions or security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. 


WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but 


when authoritative evidence indicates our country is being influenced into the wrong, we believe that the greatest patriotism will be to seek through democratic 


means to set our country right. 


WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





The Public Interest 

Welfare Spend'ng: We hear 
much noise about the “Welfare 
State” — and talk that the U.S. 
is going to the dogs because of 
Welfare spending. But, among the 
civilized nations, how does the 
U.S. Government stand in spend- 
ing for public welfare? According 
to a survey of the Research Coun- 
cil for Economic Security, a non- 
profit educational organization, the 
U.S. stands at the bottom. Den- 
mark, Sweden and France spend 
25 per cent of their national bud- 
get on public welfare and security; 
Great Britain, Canada and Switzer- 
land spend 15.19 per cent; Aus- 
tralia, Chile, Belgium spend 10.14 
per cent; Mexico, U.S. and Nor- 
way less than 10 per cent. The 
U.S. now spends from 6 to 8 per 
cent. It might be added that the 
U.S. spends about 74 per cent of 
its national budget on war costs — 
paying for past wars, war prepara- 
tions and international aid. Yet 
politicians never cry for economiz- 
ing except when they point to the 
Welfare budget where rich Ameri- 
ca stands alongside Mexico which 
is still struggling valiantly out of 
the poverty and illiteracy of the 
past. 

Farm Incomes Down: Some 
major news channels are pushing 
inaccurate publicity which seeks 
to blame the farmers for high 
prices, — a trend equally as dan- 
gerous as blaming high prices en- 


tirely on increased wages while 
ignoring the present exorbitant 
profits. Here are some additional 


facts on the farm price situation 
(See BTL, April 23, for further 
data). Everything the farmer 
buvs has gone up in the past few 
years — to the extent that, despite 
the increased prices received for 
his products, his net income has 
decreased. According to the latest 
Dept. of Agriculture statistics, the 
farm net income dropped from 18 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 





HE QUALITY OF OUR NATIONAL LIFE may be estimated by 

the fact that the fate of two hundred thousand American boys in 
Korea becomes a secondary issue while political warfare is waged over 
matters that should have been settled in honest and selfless deliberation 
months ago. The effort now among extremists is not so much to get 
the truth as to “get” Truman, and the Administration replies in kind. 
There are some who will gamble a plunge into war to put a political 
party on top. Only a recovery of common honesty and basic spiritual 
values can save us from catastrophe. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


AX ACCURATE GRASP on recent political and military develop- 
ments is difficult because of much distortion of the news and the 
hysteria-producing, politically-loaded headlines and broadcasts. We 
overlook the undeniable pattern of history, the facts on which present 
and future events will turn. The feuding between the Truman Admin- 
istration and the GOP “MacArthurites” is a political sham-battle which 
is blinding and deceiving the public as to the real issues involved. Both 
the Administration and the MacArthurites have failed on an epic scale. 


ASIS FOR BLUNDERS: Communism is only one of the dangers 

we face in Asia today. If all the Communists in China and Korea 
dropped dead tomorrow, we would still face an insurmountable crisis. 
For the voices shouting in Washington about the “Communist menace” 
yell the hardest and jump the highest on issues where American com- 
mercial and financial interests are involved, and communism is but a 
part of that involvement. This is a subtle factor, but like invisible bac- 
teria — very potent. No change has come yet to our political scene 
that alters the hard fact that the voices of our arch-reactionaries are 
still inseparably bound to the voice and policies of great wealth. This 
is not said to condemn great wealth, it is simply to state the facts. 


The Taft, Wherry, McCarthy and other GOP reactionary groups, 
with their spokesmen on the air and in the press, are always found 
closest to the great heart interests of the National Manufacturers As- 
sociation, the international steel combines, the great oil corporations, 
the giant rubber and tin cartels, national real estate boards, etc., etc. 
The record of their voting and maneuvering emphatically reveals these 
attachments and loyalties. The more enlightened liberal Republican 
leaders, who see the final doom of their party in the continued mach- 
inations and domination of this powerful and entrenched group, would 
be the first to testify to the implications of this close tie between GOP 
reactionism and great wealth — wealth which is deeply involved in the 
turmoil of Asia — oil, shipping, tin, rubber, international finance, etc. 

Therefore, if Stalin, Mao and all their ilk vanished tomorrow, 
there would still be storm over Asia, for in many places American in- 
terests would still be under pressure to get out and stay out. The gen- 
erations of white capitalist domination would still be drawing to a close 
— as is witnessed in the Near East where non-Communist forces have 
shown a growing determination to end the long domination of white 
capitalism over otl resources. 


What the Trumans, MacArthurs, and GOP spell-binders have all 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Party Lines Tangled 


There’s a political vacuum on 
both sides of the party line in Wash- 
ington. The Kefauver crime in- 
vestigations have all but demolish- 
ed the political potency of the 
Democrats’ big-city machines 
which have been tied to the New 
Deal-Fair Deal program. Truman’s 
wavering and final surrender to big 
business in the mobilization pro- 
gram has cut away labor support. 
This, with the unchanging anti- 
labor attitude of the traditional 
southern Democrats, has convinced 
the labor leaders that now, after 
years of favored treatment in 
Washington, they are on their own. 
Consequently again the under- 
ground trend in the big unions 
surges towards a labor party, some- 
what along the lines of Britain’s 
labor leadership. The first move 
in that direction is the drive for 
closer unity and cooperation 
among all the big unions. 

Democratic Party chiefs realize 
that if Truman doesn’t rebuild his 
fences with labor he can’t be elect- 
ed again and that the only Demo- 
crats with enough vote appeal, and 
who are acceptable to labor, are 
Sen. Kefauver and Sen. Paul 
Douglas, and both of them are too 
progressive for the southern Demo- 
crats. What will happen in that 
vacuum in coming months is any- 
body’s guess. A Kefauver-Douglas 
team is possible if Truman doesn’t 
run, and he'll now have to do a 
lot of political reconstruction work 
to be a successful candidate. 

But the Republicans are no bet- 
ter off. Taft is the titular head of 
the GOP, but no political authority 
concedes him a chance in a popu- 
lar vote. He just doesn’t have the 
political “ipsy-pipsy” required, al- 
though there are evidences that 
they have been coaching the astute, 
dour Ohioan how to smile for the 
crowds and the camera. But what 

he comes up with now is hardly a 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Party Lines Tangled 
. (continued) 
vote-getting smile. The rest of the 
GOP leaders, — Wherry, Mce- 
Carthy, et al, — have convinced 
the GOP financial backers they are 
hot ‘stuff, but the hard facts point 
otherwise. Public polls have es- 
tablished that among young people 
coming of age, three out of four 
intend to vote for the Democrats 
rather than the Republicans (See 
BTL, May 22, °50). The polls 
didn’t give the reasons, but any 
one who cares to inquire will find 
that “McCarthyism” is the most 
frequent answer given for the grow- 
ing distaste of GOP policies by the 
section of the population that 
means the most in the political fu- 


ture. Yet the irresponsible, hit- 
and-run smear strategy of Mc- 
Carthy, so detested by young 


voters, is warmly regarded by 
GOP leaders as a vote-getting as- 
set. Is that the kind of leadership 
that can sweep the GOP into the 
White House? Hardly. 
Then along comes Gen. 
Arthur. The GOP stormed for- 
ward to seize the Truman-Mac- 
Arthur affair as the great campaign 
kick-off for °52. But the General 
is a prima donna — and despite 
his recent and dramatic role of 
humility, his record indicates that 
he has wanted to be president and 
might still have ideas. That brings 
a cold sweat to the inner councils 
of the GOP, for he is net a party 
man and in power he would be a 


Mac- 


lone wolf, — the party as such 
would be the tail to the General’s 
kite. Some Republican leaders are 


wish, for all the 
shouting in GOP ranks when Tru- 
man fired the General, that they 
had never heard of the General. 
They don’t trust MacArthur's as- 
surances that he does not seek po- 
litical office. And since he is so 
popular and has ridden in on the 


beginning to 


GOP red carpet, the Republican 
leaders don’t know whether the 
GOP has MacArthur or Mac- 


Arthur has the GOP. His age is 
the hope of some Republicans, and 
the despair of others, but anything 
can happen between now and °52! 





A-Bomb Drills: One of the na- 
tion’s leading psychiatrists 
nounced the atom bomb 
drills in the public schools recently. 
Dr. Wm. Menninger, of the noted 
Menninger Clinic. said that these 
drills produce anxieties and fears 
in the children, for “we cannot ex- 
pect them to understand” what it 
is all about. In many areas, the 
more rabid war-minded elements of 
the community 


de- 


safety 


have been  pro- 
moting the drills, and school au- 
thorities. most of whom consider 


such measures as unwarranted and 


extreme. are helpless to oppose 
them for fear of retaliation that 
would threaten their jobs. 


(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


failed to face is that the Communists did not create this — the greatest 
revolution in history; the Reds saw it coming, stimulated it where they 
could and have tried to ride in on it to a place of power. 

We of the West have also completely ignored the tense and seeth- 
ing racial emotions involved in all this sweeping transition. 

After generations of white capitalist imperialism, a slowly rising 
writhing resentment began to appear throughout Asia; the Communist 
doctrines of absolute racial equality, linked with the Marxist program 
for the “deliverance of the propertyless exploited worker and landless 
peasant” took hold like prairie fire, fanned forward by the stupidity, de- 
ception and destruction of World War II. 

Truman, MacArthur or even Churchill (combined with the shades 
of Roosevelt) could do nothing to stem this tide of change, unless we 
might by some miracle roll back the scroll of history and rewrite the 
attitudes and deeds of generations of white arrogance and greed. It is 
against this great backdrop that our recent and current political wrang- 
ling is revealed to be so shallow and misleading. 


EN. MACARTHUR gives lip service to this new day in Asia, then 
brushes it off with a grand gesture by saying boldly that the U. S. 
must completely dominate the far reaches of the Pacific, — the islands 
of Asia, such as Formosa, the Philippines, Japan. Is that recognizing 
the new day of independence for the peoples of Asia, — to stand with 
our guns and fleets at every harbor’s entrance? No, — that is the Gen- 
eral’s way of harmonizing a “recognition of the new day” with the big 
business concept of “the American century”, with American guns and 
dollars to maintain a profitable “peace.” The peoples of India and the 
non-Communists of China and all other Asians are denouncing such 
concepts in almost as bitter tones as they denounce communism. 
The whole ultra-conservative GOP MacArthurite concept of 
China as our “new enemy” is as dangerous and stupid as it is false. The 
450 million Chinese have not become Communists, —- only a compara- 
tive few are Communists and the remaining millions are the first victims 
of the Communist tyranny. These millions are already becoming rebel- 
lious. Democratic-Christian diplomacy should encourage and support 
their rebellion instead of using the bludgeoning military thrusts which 
Gen. MacArthur prescribes to drive them back into the arms of the 
Red tyrants. 


Pouttics AND WAR: Here are the steps and events that brought 
us to this hour, — situations now being glossed over, suppressed 
and ignored. Months before the Korean war began our military leaders, 
after a tactical survey, decided that Korea was indefensible. The Reds 
were likely to strike some place and it was felt that we should withdraw 
from such weak spots and center our defense on positions of strength. 
We consequently pulled out of Korea. The Communists, following their 
policy of attempting to push in wherever there is a political and eco- 
nomic vacuum, soon invaded South Korea. To say that we had suc- 
ceeded in setting up a working democracy in South Korea is to deny 
the most authoritative testimony available. We had tried, made progress, 
but it was a fragile plant with roots already choking in the knot of sel- 
fishness and intrigue. 

Our military leaders, having decided that Korea was indefensible 
and having withdrawn for that reason, were consequently not responsi- 
ble for, nor much involved in, the decision to jump back in. The de- 
cision to make a stand in Korea was a political decision, due to political 
pressure. Through the preceding months the reactionary political forces 
we have described had been heaping up the charges that the Administra- 
tion “was being” and “had been soft on the Communists”, — “would’t 
stand up to the Reds any place,” etc. Just as this dirge reached a dam- 
aging height. in terms of the political fortunes of the Administration. 
the Korean invasion began. Far more aware of the political issues at 
home than of the military situation abroad — to say nothing of the 
great revolutionary elements involved, — Pres. Truman made the de- 
cision to intervene in Korea and won what was widely hailed at the 
time as a great moral and political victory. 

In spite of all that is said in defense of the Korean war. there 
are terrible blunders wrapped up in the fact that in our first military 
flesh-and-blood test against the armed might of Marxism, our defenders 
had to operate on grounds that had been carefully weighed and judged 
as indefensible. And as the facts reveal, the guilt falls both on the 
Administration and the GOP. But since both want to escape the guilt. 
both cooperate in keeping that story quieted. 

The next great crisis that witnesses our failure was the return 
to the 38th parallel. We have reported on that issue (See BTL, Jan. 22 
and March 5), but to repeat briefiy, men of color, like Nehru, warned 

(continued on NEXT page) 


The Public Interest 
(continued) 

billion in 1947 to 16.5 billion in 
1948; it dropped to 14 billion in 
1949: and still further to 13 bil- 
lion in 1950. On the other hand, 
the National City Bank of New 
York reports the net profit in- 
crease, after taxes, of major in- 
dustries processing food products 
from 1949 to 1950 as follows: 
meat packing up 63 per cent; cot- 
ton goods up 43 per ceni; sugar 
(sugar beets) up 35 per cent; other 
general food products (dairy, 
poultry, etc.) 14 per cent; distilling 
(grains) 25 per cent. This grow- 
ing discrepancy means that in cot- 
ton, for instance, a shirt now sell- 
ing for $4. does not bring the 
farmer more than 30 cents, while 
a 16 cent can of tomatoes grosses 
the farmer about 3 cents. Profits 
are the life blood of free enter- 
prise capitalism, but when the 
profits are not fairly and justly 
distributed that very system is 
soon threatened. 

Labor and Defense: Here are 
details that reveal why labor has 
been opposing the Defense Mobili- 
zation set-up organized under 
Charles E. Wilson, former head of 
GE. In the divisions of the board 
which affect the interests of the 
consumer and the worker class. 
practically all of Mr. Wilson’s ap- 
pointments have been men con- 
nected with large corporations. In 
the lumber products section, all 
four new administrators are men 
from the large lumber and paper 
corporations. In the metals divi- 
sion, the man appointed to protect 
the taxpayers’ interests is president 
of one of the larger steel corpora- 
tions. In consumer soft goods divi- 
sion, the top administrator is presi- 
dent of five textile and furniture 
companies and his three assistants 
are all associated with large bus- 
iness interests in the field, such as 
International Shoe Company, ete. 
Four out of four are linked to big 
corporations in that department. In 
transportation, fuel and _ public 
utilities, big business got three out 
of three one from the telephone 
monopoly, one from a giant coal 
company, another from a leading 
oil drilling firm. Top executives of 
huge restaurant chains and food 
packing houses hold five out of 
eight of the posts that are sup- 
posed to protect your food prices. 





And so it goes. According to a 
Mutual Broadcasting report by 


Frank Edwards, “not one consumer 
is represented on a single board of 
the entire defense program.” 

We heartily agree that leading 
corporations should be fa‘rly rep- 
resented in all of these controls, 
but should not the interests of the 
consuming public, the farmer, the 
little businessman be also repre- 
sented? There are thousands of 
experts in all of these lines that 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 


The Public Interest 


(continued) 
do not have close connections with 
large corporations, —- experts who 
could very effectively serve the in- 
terests of the people but, according 
to Mr. Wilson’s practice, only those 
who have received large salaries 
for looking after the interests of 
great corporations, and who still 
are closely associated with these 
interests, are qualified. We would 
not want to see defense become a 
monopoly of labor, but it is this 
situation that gives substance and 
importance to the protests and op- 
position of labor leaders to the big 


business monopoly of American 
defense. 
Save Small Business: Action 


is being pushed in Congress to 
set up a Government corporation 
to feed defense contracts to small 
business which hasn’t had a look- 
in so far. 

Say the Senate sponsors: 
“Everyone remembers how, during 
the early years of World War I, 
when most of the war contracts 
were channeled to the large com- 
panies, serious backlogs developed 
and there were actual shortages of 
weapons on some fighting fronts. 

“From 1940 through 1944, the 
100 largest American corporations 
received 602/3 percent of all 
prime contracts awarded, and more 
than 51 per cent of such contracts 
went to the top 33 companies. The 
vast majority of subcontracts also 
went to large companies. The re- 
sult was that, in the first two years 
of the last war, 16 per cent of the 
small businesses of the country had 
to close their doors.” The same 
thing is happening today. Materia! 
allocations, priorities and credit 
restrictions, contacts, “all threaten 
to eliminate thousands of small 
firms.” Inability to obtain military 
contracts through the National Pro- 
duction Authority has “signed the 
death sentence” of the small con- 
cerns. 

“The basic question,” say the 
Senators, “is: Can our political de- 
mocracy long endure if we permit 
the foundation of our economic 
democracy to crumble? In every de- 
fense mobilization program big 
business becomes bigger. monopoly 
grows stronger, and competitive 
enterprise is weakened unless there 
is a determination by Congress to 
protect the muscle, strength and 
fiber of our free economy, namely, 
competition and the small business 
enterprises which produce compe- 
tition.” 





Enlightened Executives 
In our effort to keep light on 
both sides of the struggle between 
labor and management (while most 
news channels are strongly anti- 
labor), we often mention the fact 
that there are many outstanding 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


(continued) 


us that if we pushed our bayonets close to the borders of China we 
would unloose a great flood of vengeful embittered manpower and 
destroy what remaining sympathy and confidence there was in Asia 
for our cause. For all the millions of color knew that Mao couid not 
permit the white armies to sweep unchallenged up to China’s very border 
and cut off Manchuria’s vital electric power sources in the North Korea 
mountains. But Washington leadership of both political camps, and 
our military leaders as well, missed the point of Nehru’s sympathetic 
warning and could only shout at him, “Appeaser.” 

The claim that captured papers revealed the previous intention of 
China to invade Korea (before we reached the 38th parallel) is pretty 
thin in view of the fact that we had already proclaimed our intention in 
many speeches in Congress and in announcements elsewhere to drive 
the Reds “all the way back to Moscow.” It would have been a stupid 
commander who stood in Mao’s place and hadn’t prepared for the worst. 
West Point strategy would have demanded no less. 


NE OF THE BIGGEST MILITARY BLUNDERS of American 

history came next, a blunder for which Gen. MacArthur must 
bear the responsibility. And it is a blunder that cannot be overlooked 
if we are to understand our relationship to the rest of the world — es- 
pecially to our allies. Gen. MacArthur launched his loudly triumphant 
Christmas offensive against the Chinese Gen. Lin Piao and neglected to 
consider the extent and nature of the Chinese forces and the strategical 
importance of the mountain ranges in the area. General Lin Piao is 
famous everywhere (but in America) as “the general who fights with 
geography.” (BTL, Jan. 22). The result was that the mountain ranges 
our command had considered too rough for operational purposes were 
used by the Chinese Red hordes to ambush and rout our armies, a de- 
feat we could not stem until we had retreated well below the 38th par- 
allel. 





This defeat and retreat, no matter how we dress it up and recount 
the bravery and suffering of the valiant American fighting men, natural- 
lv made a most significant and dramatic impact upon the watching world. 
When we first reached the 38th parallel, the nations of Europe, our only 
allies, had hoped and prayed that we would use our strength to stop the 
drift towards all-out war and endeavor to open the way for negotiations. 
Now once more they prayed that we would make such an effort as we 
found ourselves again at the parallel and had restored our strength. 

At this point, practically all the top military strategists of the 
world including Bradley, Eisenhower, Marshall, even Churchill, had be- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Enlightened Executives 

(continued) 
young industrial and financial 
leaders who are warm supporters 
of our policy of getting facts from 
both sides. Such leaders, — in 
line with the view of Between The 
Lines, — are eager to cooperate 
with responsible elements in labor 
for a better America, and an even 
greater, more prosperous free en- 
terprise economy as the answer for 
the enticements of state socialism 
or the threat of communism. An 
example of this enlightened, pro- 
gressive business leadership was re- 
vealed in a letter written to the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune by the presi- 
dent of an insurance company in 
which understanding and sympathy 
Was expressed by the insurance 
executive for the needs and askings 
of the railroad workers in their 
recent strike, which was but a part 
of a long protracted contest with 
railroad management for higher 
wages. 

The Herald Tribune published 
the letter which in brief read as 
follows: “I do not believe the pub- 
lic has been fully informed on the 
issues . . . These workers, almost 
alone among union members, have 
had no pay increase for two years 

Meanwhile railroad owners, 
who have been denying them this 
requested increase, have enjoyed 
the following increases of their 
stocks during the last year: Santa 
Fe — from 100 to 175; Atlantic 
Coast 41 to 79; N. Y. Central from 
11% to 24,...” And the writer 
continues to give a long list of 
gains in rail stocks and dividends 
for the past year, gains running 
from 20 to 70 per cent increase 
in one year. He continues, “I have 
never worked on a railroad, and I 
do own railroad stocks both per- 
sonally and in the insurance com- 
pany of which I am president. But 
fairness compels me to admit that 
these figures show conclusively 
that justice was on the side of the 
strikers and that the cause of the 
strike was the unjustified obstinacy 
of the railroad owners.” 

The Road Ahead: Here’s one 
company that has solved the puz- 
zle of how to increase production, 
raise wages and reduce the price 
of their product to consumer. It 
is the Lincoln Electric Co. which 
recently distributed its 17th con- 
secutive annual incentive payment 
to 1010 workers. This brought 
the average yearly earnings of 
Lincoln employees to $6,748 each. 
During this 17-year period, pro- 
duction per man has increased 700 
per cent, and take-home wages have 
increased about 400 per cent, — 
yet prices to consumers are be- 
low pre-war levels and about 50 per 
cent less than those of comparable 
electric machinery. Employee earn- 
ings are about double those of other 
neighboring workers doing similar 
work. 








Drive for Gambling 


There will soon be a concerted, 
country-wide drive to _ legalize 
gambling. The example of Britain 
will be glorified, — there betting 
on horse races, etc., is “respect- 
able”, the bookmakers and the 
gambling fraternity are an accepted 
part of the nation’s business. Some 
states have already legalized cer- 
tain forms of betting; the Federal 
Government already collects a tax 
of $100 from each of 80,000 leg- 
alized gambling houses, while over 
150,000 illegal houses operate 
without tax. 

“You can’t stop people from 
gambling, therefore we must legal- 
ize it, organize it and tax it — so 
the public instinct for gambling 
can serve the state and society and 
curb the crime that illegal, unor- 
ganized gambling creates” — this 
will be the theme song you'll be 
hearing sung by the gambling pro- 
moters and their political friends 
in your community. 

There’s no denying the fact that 
gambling is big business — about 
the biggest. As the AP put it, “as 
big as the auto business.” The na- 
tion spends over 20 billion dollars 
a year on gambling, more than the 
public pays for autos, tires, gas and 
oil combined. It is also about one- 
third the entire total spent for food 
and drink, or more than is spent 
on clothing and shoes. In such 
centers as New York or Chicago 
it is estimated that just pin ball 
machines take in over 20 million 
annually. It is estimated that the 
nation’s pin ball “take” is over 2 
billion dollars, and at least 400 
million are spent for “police and 
political protection.” 

What the public is not told: that 
making gambling legal does not 
make it honest. The racketeers 
will still operate — easier and 
more abundant than ever under the 
cover of a legality and respectabil- 
ity they do not now have. Police 
officials testify and most gamblers 
admit that much of the gambling 
is crooked, rigged against “the 
sucker” one way or another. And 
that’s where the huge profits come 
from. Do you think that sprink- 
ling the holy water of legalization 
over the slot and pin ball machines, 
poker tables and horse rooms will 
make them suddenly desire to give 
the sucker a break? 

As for Britain, we are sorry to 
say that it is widely conceded 
among social scientists that there 
is much less stability of character 
in public life in the U.S. than in 
Britain. Graft and political cor- 
ruption have never been the prob- 
lem there as here. Gangsters have 
never flourished in London, for the 
Englishman is much more stoic, re- 
served, respecting traditions of law 
— simply will not patronize racket- 
eers, as we Americans do if they 
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(continued) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


come convinced that we could never win a decisive and meaningful 
victory if we became immeshed in the quagmires of Asia’s unlimited 
manpower. And that if we undertook such an adventure and, at great 
cost, finaily won the decision, we would suffer much loss of blood and 
treasure and still have to turn again to face the great armies of Russia, 
which would have remained untouched and uncommitted, as they watch- 
ed the long-standing plot of the Kremlin beautifully unfold before their 
eyes. It was at this point that the great crisis came when MacArthur 
revealed no realization or awareness of the wider proportions of the 
involvement, and, picking himself up from the dust 80 miles south of 
the 38th parallel, brushed himself off, asked for more men and guns and 
proposed to repeat the drive North with the questionable aid of the un- 
proven and inadequately equipped armies of the faltering Chiang 
Kai-shek. 

The MacArthur supporters boast and the General himself 
is not exactly reticent — that few know the oriental mind as well as the 
General. It is true the General does know the Orientals as they have 
been associated with him, the western sponsored officials, the Koreans 
and Filipinos, — and the submissive, ingratiating Japanese who have 
surrounded him for years. But, as is also well-known among military 
men, few subordinates can disagree with the General and survive in 
rank, and Orientals have a way of saying “yes” so very politely when 
they mean “no” so very strongly. There are mountains of proof in the 
General’s record and actions that he has a very inadequate comprehen- 
sion of the revolutionary passions and desires that are surging through 
the veins of the Asian nations. The miscalculations in Korea, his dis- 
dain for the revolutionary armies of Red China who out-thought him, 
out-planned him and out-maneuvered him should give us an inkling. 

As one ranking Army officer has said, “the General has a fond- 
ness for and an understanding of the Orientals who speak English, wear 
American uniforms and eat with knives and forks, but the boys we need 
to understand now are the ones who still operate on the chop-stick level 
and are studying Russian.” 


O BOMB OR NOT TO BOMB: Another sensitive point in this 

crisis is the demand by Gen. MacArthur and the MacArthurites 
that we bomb the military and industrial centers of Manchuria. (You 
can’t hit one without the other). “Our hands are tied,” the General has 
complained. This is another blind spot that has alarmed the British and 
French and our other allies, for, while we have used overwhelming air 
power over Korea, the Chinese, with considerable air power at hand, 
have only used their planes to engage our airmen and have refrained 
from bombing, a very important fact which has been kept muffled in 
this country. They could have, but they didn’t. We have poured fire 
bombs on hundreds of Korean communities; thousands of unarmed 
Korean citizens as well as Chinese soldiers have died horrible screaming 
deaths from our splattering fire bombs. Suppose the Communists had 
retaliated and thousands of Koreans as well as our boys had died these 
terrible deaths — what would our press, our congressmen have made of 
the news! MacArthur’s demands to extend and multiply our bombing 
in the face of the Communist skill in keeping the sympathy of the. 
masses by refraining from bombing civilian centers, (which the Russians 
did all through World War II), has alarmed the most important leaders 
among our allies. It has also revealed that Gen. MacArthur, as well as 
many others, does not understand the subtleties and far-reaching tech- 
niques of the Communist offensive. It is no humanitarian impulse that 
moves the Communists to refrain from bombing populated industrial 
centers; it is a vital element of their long-range propaganda technique to 
present communism as the salvation of the “poor exploited masses.” 
They face the realistic question, — how can the Reds sell that idea if 
they blast the daylights out of the “poor exploited masses?” So they 
leave that for the peace-loving Christian democracy! And not only 
generals and congressional drum beaters, but some clergymen, who can 
always be found just behind the drums, seem eager to carry our bombs 
to “the uttermost parts of the earth.” Aren’t they getting a little mixed 
up on the great commission? 





ANY READERS are ordering extra copies of Charles A. Wells’ 
new book, The Great Alternative, to give away to friends, be- 
cause this handsome, compact book presents a hopeful but challeng- 


ing and penetrating analysis of the major problems of our day. Well 
documented, illustrated by the author, in permanent hard cover bind- 
ing. The price is $2 postpaid. Order from Between The Lines Press, 





Box 269, Demarest, New Jersey. 








Drive for Gambling 
(continued) 
can get us what we want. The 


British policeman goes unarmed 
because of this respect for law. 
Changing the legal status of gamb- 
ling will not meet the need here, 
wi'l not dry up corruption and 
crime. We can’t make gambling 
orderly, legal, honest, by changing 
a law; we must change our people. 

Furthermore, the question brings 
up the entire philosophy of getting 
something for nothing, an under- 
mining philosophy in any society. 
Legalizing gambling will not make 
it right. 


What Europe Thinks 


French-American Views: The 
recent visit of President Auriol of 
France was played up officially and 
in headlines as a demonstration of 
the “unity and mutual determina- 
tion of the American and French 
people to create a solid military 
front in defense of western democ- 
racy.” But at the same time of 
Auriol’s visit, American newsmen 
reported from Paris that the French 
people were far from united, that 
there was much rebellion against 
the American-led rearmament pro- 
gram and plans for “the French to 
provide the wall of flesh in defense 
of American capitalism.” It was 
emphasized that these were not 
left-wing sentiments, that such 
leading papers as Paris Le 
Monde insisted that the European 
people and their leaders were far 
apart, as the politicians rushed to 
strengthen themselves by gaining 
American support, that the people 
wanted to form a third force to 
stand between the Red menace and 
American capitalist-militarism. 

The Pope’s recent endorse- 
ment of the World Federalist 
movement as a method of restoring 
and building peace was a severe 
jolt to the arch-reactionary forces 
in this country which have banked 
hard on the Catholic Church as an 
aid and ally in thwarting the de- 
velopment of any kind of world 
government. The Pope’s announce- 
ment will go far towards opening 
many doors that have been blown 
shut by hurricanes of opposition 
sweeping against all forms of 
world government, including the 
UN, opposition arising from those 
forces whose world monopolies in 
oil, tin, rubber, shipping and other 
interests would eventually come 
under the administrative control of 
any real organized world govern- 
ment, 

Remember the American Rev- 
olution’s war cry, “No _ taxation 
without representation”? Today 
the British are paraphrasing, “No 
annihilation without representa- 
tion”, — on the premise that they 
will be in the middle of the next 
war, although the U.S. is doing 
most of the diplomatic and mili- 
tary maneuvering. 











